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Laughing River Program

Fall 2010

Below are the classes that will be offered this semester.  We will begin the day all together with a song circle at 9:30am. KHC Laughing River program  meets at Good Shepherd church in Viroqua. Unless noted all classes will meet at the church. We begin the semester on Tuesday, September 7th with a registration morning. The semester run through Tuesday, December 14th. We will not meet on Tuesday, November 23rd.

Story & Song Garden (Ages 4.5 to 6) 10am-12pm

Children are invited to join us for a time of learning, sharing and creating. We will focus on a fall theme each week through stories, games, activities and crafts. Our crafts will be primarily made with natural materials. Weather permitting, we will go for walks and have time of play outside. A healthy snack will be served each week. Parents are encouraged to share in the teaching and planning of this class. Younger children are welcome to attend with their parents.

Jennifer Vielhaber will be holding the group together. She and her husband Karl have three children involved in KHC.

Cost for Story and Song Garden is $10, which covers snack and materials.

The Children of the Forest  (ages 7-9)   10am-12pm

We will go to the nearby forest, signing Spanish songs. After making our way across the forest, we will sit down under an old tree and listen to a story which will reflect the different seasons that will show in nature. For closing the story time, there will be a snack of rice cakes, apples or nuts depending on the day. An activity that follows may be an organized game, craft or simple gathering of natural things such as leaves, nuts, stones. What will be gathered will relate in some way to the story that had just been told. Finally we will go back to the church for lunch, refreshing our walk with Spanish songs.

The class will stay at the church in case of inclement weather, in that case the format will be the same, starting with a circle of Spanish songs, circle games, a story and a light snack. The Activity will most likely involve the natural objects that we have collected through the days spent at the forest.

The parents leading this class will be Lisa Ashley and Raquel Geiger. They also welcome any parents that would like to participate in the making of the class with a story or activity. Lisa and Raquel will hold the other parts of the program together for the newly welcomed parents.

Lisa Ashley has been involved with KHC for two years. She is homeschooling Ben who is in second grade.

Raquel Geiger is a native of Spain and is married to David Geiger. Together they have three children who are all participating in the Laughing River program. She chooses to homeschool following a waldorf inspired curriculum and a very relaxed take into homeschooling, she says that in these early years education  is mostly all about family. 

The siblings of the children in the program are also welcomed to stay for the whole program, they can choose to participate or not in these games or activities, however the offerings are intended to meet the developmental stage of a child between the ages of 7-9.  There will be an area for the smaller ones to play and some challenging tasks for older children as well.

Cost for Children in the Forest is $15 which covers snack and materials.

Handwork

The semester begins with wood working, taught by Rice Spann. We will learn about measuring, sawing, sanding, hammering nails, drilling holes, and building with wood.  We will build small boxes for keepsakes or tool boxes depending on skill levels.  We will also make tops and key chains.  We will be using all recycled wood.  

Later in the semester, knitting and perhaps other kinds of woolwork will be presented. No prior skills needed.

Cost for Handwork is $10

Drama/Puppetry

Using shadow puppets, finger puppets and hand puppets that we will make in class, the children will explore storytelling familiar fairy tales and fables. We will work in small groups to perform for each other simple short presentations. Toward the last half of the semester we will work on a more lengthy play that will involve set making and music, as well as learning parts.

Cost for Drama/Puppetry is $5 for materials, however for the larger play costumes and props will be brought from home.

Lunch

We serve a community meal, which is prepared by cooperative members on a rotating basis.

Fees

Laughing River program  

Semester fee will include co-op membership. The KHC steering group is still working on the sliding scale fee structure. 

Individual Class Fees

See class description--material and instructor fees are per participant.

KHC supporting membership suggested donation: $25

